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THE FIG TREE 
 

Matthew 21:19 And when He saw a fig tree in the way, He came to it, 
and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, let no fruit 

grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree withered 
away. 

A friend of ours sent us this very interesting anecdote and it really touched us. 

"You know, I never understood why Jesus cursed the fig tree in Matthew 21. As I was 

reading this week it hit me. The fig tree, they say, is supposed to have fruit at the 

same time as it has its leaves. Jesus came to the fig tree expecting to find figs and 

found nothing; the tree was merely offering the "appearance" of fruitfulness. It was 

saying, 'come eat' when it had no food to offer. It was being deceptive. 

That is the same reason why Jesus called the Pharisees white-washed tombs full of 

dead men's bones. They had only the "appearance" of righteousness. They were saying 

'come to us for life and righteousness' but they had no life to give. They were bound up 

in legalism. 

The fig tree is symbolic of the Pharisees and all of us Christians if we have only the 

appearance of Christianity but have not the Spirit of life as the fruit of God flowing 

from us. Jesus said they have a form of Godliness but deny the power. If we don't have 

the power then we are being deceptive; we have leaves but no fruit; we have religion but 

no life; we have on the fancy robes and pray fancy prayers - we look good and sound 

good but it is all “show.” 

George, Rivka and Elianna Whitten 

Negev Desert, Israel 

I pray that the Holy Spirit of our Lord Jesus would fall upon all the 

churches. That His fruit would be present in all of us for the unbelievers to 

know God is with us. Lord, help us to not complain about anything, but 

together pray to you for peace, love and unity in your body of believers. 

In Jesus name, Amen 

May the Lord bless you with all of your needs and all of His wisdom. 

Andrea Fiest  


