
 

Ethiopia is a landlocked country in the Horn of 

Africa, with a dramatic landscape ranging from 
desert lowlands to rugged mountains reaching over 
4000m. It has a long history and rich heritage 

dating from the Axumite civilization in the 1st 
century and was at one time one of the great world 
powers. Despite this history, Ethiopia today is faced 

with widespread poverty, vulnerability to drought and famine, and lack of opportunities for 
its people. 

Ethiopia has a rapidly growing population of around 75 
million, with almost half under the age of 15. One of the 
least-developed countries in the world, Ethiopia ranks 170th 

out of 177 on the UN Human Development Index. A quarter 
of the population lives on less than $1 per day, and over 
80% live on less than $2 per day. The adult literacy rate is 
just over 40% and about half of the primary school-age 

children do not attend school. Almost half the population are 
considered undernourished, and the average life expectancy 
is only 48 years. Most people in these crushing conditions 
are trapped in a cycle of poverty and have no hope. 

The mission of HOPE Enterprises 

is to provide hope for the needy 
in Ethiopia through holistic 
human development. HOPE 

strives to help individuals in 
need to help themselves out of hopelessness. 
 
Led by Hope Enterprises President, Dr. Minas Hiruy, HOPE has 

developed a strategy of intervention, targeting exclusively the 
poorest of the poor, in a sequence of building-blocks called the Ladders of HOPE.   
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HOPE has designed a mechanism of service delivery that 

avoids the kind of dependency that sometimes comes with 
charitable work. The Ladders of HOPE is a strategy of 
intervention that take a participant through integrated 
building blocks toward independent living and self-

sufficiency. With an emphasis on individual effort, personal 
responsibility is invoked and encouraged, building 
confidence and initiative to reinforce self-determination. 

 

    
 Thank you for helping! 


