
John 20:1-31 1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 

entrance. 2So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus 

loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know 

where they have put him!" 3So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 
4Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
5He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6Then 

Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips 

of linen lying there, 7as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The 

cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8Finally the other disciple, who 

had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9They still did not 

understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples 

went back to their homes, 11but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, 

she bent over to look into the tomb 12and saw two angels in white, seated where 

Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 13They asked her, 

"Woman, why are you crying?" "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I 

don't know where they have put him." 14At this, she turned around and saw Jesus 

standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 15"Woman," he said, "why 
are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she 

said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will 

get him." 16Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in 

Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, 

for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I 

am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 18Mary 

Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told 

them that he had said these things to her.  
  

19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with 

the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

"Peace be with you!" 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The 

disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21Again Jesus said, "Peace be with 

you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." 22And with that he breathed on 
them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone his sins, they are 

forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven." 24Now Thomas (called 

Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25So the 

other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless I see 

the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand 

into his side, I will not believe it."  
  

26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace 

be with you!" 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach 

out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." 28Thomas said to 

him, "My Lord and my God!" 29Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, 

you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 
30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

Easter Sunday - April 4, 2010      Pastor Dennis Hadley 

The Truth of the Resurrection: He is Risen, He is Risen Indeed! 

1 Corinthians 15:1-22 & John 20:1-31 

1Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 

received and on which you have taken your stand. 2By this gospel you are saved, if 

you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.  

3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 

day according to the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the 

Twelve. 6After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the 

same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he 

appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8and last of all he appeared to me also, as 

to one abnormally born.  

9For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, 

and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—

yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 11Whether, then, it was I or they, 

this is what we preach, and this is what you believed.  
 
12But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you 

say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, 

then not even Christ has been raised. 14And if Christ has not been raised, our 

preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15More than that, we are then found to be 

false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from 

the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead 

are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17And if Christ has not been 

raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have 

fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to 

be pitied more than all men.  

20
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 

have fallen asleep. 21For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the 

dead comes also through a man. 22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be 

made alive. 

 

Questions to ponder this Easter:  
 

Why would anyone devote the rest of his life to declaring the gospel message 

if he didn’t even believe it himself? 

 

Why would so many men be willing to die for a message they knew was a lie? 
 



Small Group & Personal Bible Study   Pastor Dennis Hadley 
 

“He is risen, He is risen indeed!” Those are the words we proclaim every Easter 

Sunday. Do you ever stop and think about the significance of that statement? If Jesus 

has risen, if He has risen indeed, then what? What does that mean to you? What does 

that mean for your life? 

 

 

 
 

Meditate on this powerful message today: 1 John 4:9-10 
 

“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 

world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 

loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 

 

Who – What – Where – Why – How? 
 

1. Who showed us love? 

 

 

 

 
2. What did He do to show us love? 

 

 

 

 

3. Where did God send His Son? 

 

 

 

 

4. Why did He send His Son into the world? 
 

 

 

 

5. How did He make atonement for our sins? 

 

 

 

 

The words “atoning sacrifice” also translated “propitiation” is from the Greek word 

“hilasmos,” found in 1 John 4:10 and 1 John 2:2, it describes the means of appeasing 
God for sin.  

 

Read 1 John 2:1-2 
“My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does 

sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the 

Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but 

also for
 
the sins of the whole world.” 

 
Jesus lived a perfect and sinless life that God required and when He went to the cross 

He took the sin of the whole world with Him and God punished Him who was 

without sin to be sin for us. He died once for all that we might be brought to God.  

 
For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you 

to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit. 1 Peter 3:18  

 
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21  

 
 

So back to the original question, what is the significance of those words, “He is 

risen, He is risen indeed?”  

 

 

Read: Philippians 2:5-11 
5
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  

6
Who, being in very nature God,  

      did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  
7
but made himself nothing,  

      taking the very nature of a servant,  

      being made in human likeness.  
8
And being found in appearance as a man,  

      he humbled himself  

      and became obedient to death—  

         even death on a cross!  
9
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place  

      and gave him the name that is above every name,  
10

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  

      in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
11

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

      to the glory of God the Father. 
 

 

What should your response be to Jesus as our risen King, whose name is above all 
names, who has restored your relationship with God? 

 

 

 

 


