February 4, 2007
Pastor Tim Wood

A Story about Spiritual Warfare
Joshua 5:13 - 6:7

“Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites. No
one went out and no one came in. Then the Lord said to
Joshua, ‘See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along
with its king and its fighting men.”

Doing Battle the Lord’s Way

1. Acknowledge the presence of the Lord. (5:13-15)

2. Accept the victory He has given. (6: 1-2)

3. Advance in obedience to God. (6:12-16)

4. Avoid doing battle your own way.

(2 Corinthians 10:3-5)

Surrounding our own problems

Small Group and Personal Bible Study Guide

This Weeks Memory Verse: Joshua 1:7

“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant
Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may
be successful wherever you go.”

This Weeks Lesson:

Joshua 5:13-6:7 A Story About Spiritual Warfare

Most of us read about the fall of Jericho and the amazing power of God and we are
in awe of the Lord. We may even be puzzled at the Lord’s battle plan but without
question encouraged how his power comes through so clearly.

1. How do you feel about the battle plan the Lord gave to Joshua to
take out Jericho?

2. Would you say that Joshua was strong and very courageous? Was
he acting in obedience?

Now read Joshua 7:1-13. In this chapter we find a complete contrast to the previous
battle. Here we find the children of God sinning against the Lord and not obeying
His command. We may find Joshua becoming confident and unlike the battle of
Jericho, he goes up against Ai seeking only the wisdom of man and he never
consults the Lord. We often do the same. We see God work and then pride sets in
and we take over ourselves and do it on our own.

3. What factors do you think contributed to Joshua failing to consult
the Lord before going to take Ai?

4. Why did the Israelites lose this battle?

5. What message should we embrace from the story of these two
battles?

This Weeks Reading Schedule

Day 1 — Deuteronomy 31:1-8, 32:44-52, 34:1-12
Day 2 —Joshua 1 & 2

Day 3 —Joshua 3 & 4

Day 4 — Joshua 5 & 6

Day 5 —Joshua 7 & 8
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